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ABC Plan of Salvation
 

How to Become a Christian
 

ADMIT
Admit to God that you are a sinner. Repent, turning away from your sin.
Romans 3:23; 6:23; Acts 3:19
 

BELIEVE
By faith receive Jesus Christ as God’s Son and accept Jesus’ gift of forgiveness from sin.
John 3:16; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:11-13
 

CONFESS
Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-10, 13
 
If you are choosing right now to believe Jesus died for your sins and to receive new life through 
Him, pray a prayer similar to this as you call upon Him alone to be your Savior and Lord:
 
“Dear God, I know I am a sinner and have rebelled against you in many ways. I believe Jesus 
died for my sin and only through faith in His death and resurrection can I be forgiven. I now 
turn from my sin and ask Jesus to come into my life as my Savior and Lord. From this day 
forward, I will choose to follow Jesus. Thank You, Lord, for loving me and for forgiving me. In 
Jesus name I pray, Amen.”
 
After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, share your decision with another person, 
and following Christ’s example, ask for baptism by immersion in your local church as a public 
expression of your faith.
Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:6
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Leader Guide

Start Here. These two pages are the heart of your Bible study.

The Teaching Plan
•	 Provides discussion questions and ideas to share with your students
•	 Shows you how to use the student book as a part of the class discussion
•	 Includes optional ideas to gear your study more specifically to certain students or ways of learning

Living Life Together
•	 Gives teaching tips
•	 Helps you connect the study and activities to the culture and thinking of teenagers

PerSonal BiBle Study
The Personal Bible Study is 3 pages of interactive commentary to help you understand the passage you will lead 
your class to discover and discuss. Let God speak to you through these pages before you teach your students.

How to use REAL
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Upward 
Development

Jesus grew in
favor with God.

Lordship   Disciplines

Inward 
Development

Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature.

Character   Discernment

Outward 
Development

Jesus grew in
favor with man.

Relationships   Influence

REAL is designed to help students KNOW Christ, OWN their faith, and make their faith KNOWN. These three areas 
come together to form the LifeWay strategy for student spiritual development.

As you use REAL, your students will be exposed each quarter to the three areas of spiritual development. On each unit 
page, look for the KNOW, OWN, or KNOWN icon that identifies the area of spiritual development for that unit. 

.

Students will know Christ as they 
exercise lordship and disciplines.

Students will own their faith as they 
grow in character and discernment.

Students will make their faith 
known as they develop in relationships 

and influence.

Strategy for Student Spiritual Development
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Why This Study?
Ask the typical Christian teenager what 
is needed to grow spiritually, and you 
will probably hear things like “read 
the Bible” and “pray.” The tendency is 
to focus spiritual growth on what the 
individual does. While these things 
are certainly true, spiritual growth 
happens in the context of relationships: 
interacting with others, learning from 
others, ministering and witnessing 
to others. This study is important for 
teenagers because the very thing they 
crave—relationships—is the very thing 
that can impact their growth in Christ. 

Students will be challenged to make 
their faith known. Relationships 
is a category under the umbrella of 
KNOWN, and this study will address 
the issue of relationships in church life, 
mentoring, ministry, and evangelism.

September 2012
This study will help students discover ways to grow spiritually and 
influence those around them.

S1: September 2 – All Together 
What makes the church a unique community?

S2: September 9 – Grow Together 
What can help me be spiritually mature?

S3: September 16 – Serve Together 
How can I serve?

S4: September 23 – Tell Together 
What is my role in others knowing about Jesus?

Additional Resources
If you want some in-depth background material to assist your 
personal understanding and preparation, use one of the following 
resources:
•	 The Herschel Hobbs Commentary. We’ve taken the unique style 

and tradition of Dr. Hobbs’s KJV-based commentary and applied it to 
the current Bible Studies for Life lessons.

•	 Advanced Bible Study Commentary Holman CSB®. Teachers 
and learners who desire more extensive commentary will find this 
resource a helpful and trusted companion. Advanced Bible Study 
offers teachers detailed, in-depth material such as explanations 
of key words and concepts, Bible background information, and 
exploration of Bible truths in each Bible Studies for Life lesson.

Both quarterly resources can be ordered at www.lifeway.com or by calling 
1-800-458-2772.

  

 Vist our page for additional teaching helps and articles 
https://www.facebook.com/estudiosbiblicoslifewayparajovenesreal

Now the Resource Kit, Mid Week Bible Study and Tool Box are available in 
 http://estudiosbiblicoslifeway.Wordpress.com  

IN THIS TOGETHER
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In This Together

1A diverse community  
in Christ.

   >Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-18. The 
Corinthian church was very diverse, with people 
at opposite ends of life. Explain the gap that 
existed between Jews and Greeks and slaves and 
free citizens. 
   >Because God is the rightful owner of everything 
we have, we have a responsibility to manage well 
all He has entrusted to us, knowing He will hold 
us accountable for how we use it.

  � How does diversity benefit the church? 
  � How can diversity enhance the unity of our 
church? 

  � How can our class/youth group consist of diverse 
groups without being exclusive or cliquish? 

  � What was the unifying factor in the Corinthian 
church? (The presence of the Holy Spirit in each life).
   > Explain that unity does not mean we always 
agree; it means we have learned how to disagree 
with grace and maturity. 

 �Option: Marshmallow Buildings (Physical) 
Divide students into teams and provide them 
with marshmallows and toothpicks. Allow 
them five minutes to construct a marshmallow 
building using only the materials you 
provided. Debrief the activity by discussing the 
various roles each person on the team played 
in order to accomplish the task.

Transition: Christians may be quite different from 
each other, but they still need each other.

2A caring community.
   >Read 1 Corinthians 12:21-26.  

Every member of the church body is to be 
valued. No one likes to be left out. 

  � How do we give greater honor to the ones that 
appear weaker?

  � What parts of the body of Christ are viewed 
as more “presentable?” Who do you see as the 
“behind-the-scenes” people? 
   >Call attention to Leader Pack “The Body” (item 2) 
in Facebook page. Instruct students to identify 

HOW TO PREPARE
   >Study Psalm 133:1-3; 1 Corinthians 12:12-
18,21-26. 
   > Use the “Personal Bible Study” section for 
insights and more in-depth discussions.
   >Customize the teaching plan to fit your class
   >Gather resources.
   > Pray!

GET STARTED
   > Pass around a bowl with a variety of miniature 
chocolate candy bars. Direct students to choose a 
piece but not to eat it yet.  
   >Direct the students to group themselves 
according to the chocolates they chose (plain 
chocolates together, white chocolates together, 
chocolates with nuts together, and so forth). 

  � Why did you choose that particular chocolate bar? 
  � What do the different groups have in common? 
(Everyone chose different bars, but all are chocolate.)

  � We tend to gravitate toward people who are 
exactly like us, but when can it be good if we are 
different from each other?
   >Display Leader Pack “In This Together” (item 1). 
Point out that this month’s study will look at 
several things that will help us grow spiritually. 
A key feature we will consider is that these ways 
to grow spiritually are not to be done in isolation. 
Spiritual growth happens in the midst of 
relationships: growing together, serving together, 
and sharing together.
   >The first thing for us to consider is how we grow 
and work together as a church.

 �Option: Grouping Methods 
Other methods can be used to group students, 
such as different cookies. Or stations can be 
set up around the room with various topics, 
such as favorite sports or preferred school 
subjects.

EXAMINE THE SCRIPTURE
Use the following teaching ideas/statements to help 
students understand the meaning of the passages.

All Together
Psalm 133:1-3; 
1 Corinthians 12:12-18,21-26

The Question
What makes the church a 
unique community?

The Answer
Jesus Christ makes the church 
a community of diverse 
individuals who live and work 
together. 

Living It Out
Students will find ways to get 
connected and involved in 
Christian community.

The Point
Thanks to social 
networking, students 
may look connected, 
but so many are 
becoming more and 
more isolated. Even 
within the church 
there is a lack of 
understanding 
about what makes 
authentic community. 
(Community is more 
than donuts or 
Facebook.) We need to 
rediscover the model 
for biblical community.

Teaching Tip
Encourage students to 
bring their own Bibles 
to class and allow 
volunteers to read 
aloud the Scripture 
passages as directed 
in the teaching plans.

Relationship 
Connection
Because this study 
is about building 
community, make an 
effort to reach out and 
connect with each 
student every week.

Teaching Tip
Some students are 
physical learners 
and learn well with 
active projects, like 
this option with 
marshmallows.

Culture Connection
Use texting as a way 
to connect and build 
community with your 
students. Check 
out “Connection” to 
discover a way to use 
texting to connect with 
your group. NOTE: 
Eighty-seven percent 
of teens who own 
cell phones use text 
messaging.

(Source: Kaiser Foundation – 
www.kff.org.)
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    � How does this activity illustrate the church 
as a God-pleasing community? 

Transition: Jesus Christ makes the church a 
community of diverse individuals who live and 
work together. 

APPLY THE TRUTH
Use these ideas to drive home the point for this 
study. Challenge students to consider ways they can 
get connected and involved in the church.

  � Based on our study, what are some reasons we 
need to be connected with other believers? 
   >Guide students to discuss this in light of how 
their involvement benefits themselves and how it 
benefits others. 
   > Instruct students to list the things they enjoy 
doing and consider ways they could use those 
things in the life of the church. 
   >Close in prayer, asking God to use these students 
in the life and ministry of the church.

 �Option: Special Guest 
Invite one of your ministers to join the class 
to discuss ways students can stay connected 
with other believers and get involved in the 
Christian community. Encourage students 
to share with the minister things they like to 
do, then allow ministers to brainstorm with 
students ways they could use those things in 
the church to help others. 

FOLLOW-UP
Check out “Connect” for suggestions to encourage 
your students to find ways to get connected and 
involved in Christian community.

fTEXT
1. You are valued!
2. How have you seen 

Christian community 
in action this week?

3. Use your spiritual 
gifts to help others 
this week!

hE-MAIL
I’m praying for you as 
you think about ways 
you can use things you 
enjoy doing to help 
others in church.

FACEBOOK
Unity does not mean 
we always agree, but 
that we’ve learned to 
disagree with grace and 
maturity.

Teaching Tip
Many students learn 
best through discussion 
and interaction with 
other students.

Teaching Tip
Take note of students 
in the class who are 
left out and try to draw 
them into the class 
discussions. If you have 
a visitor, be encouraging 
but not embarrassing.

different people in the church (or youth group) 
who might represent the different parts of the 
body (hands, heart, feet, and so forth). Discuss 
what roles the different parts play in the body 
of Christ. Label the poster as students offer 
suggestions. Students should place themselves 
somewhere on the body too. 

  � What do you think it means that when one 
member suffers, all members suffer, and when 
one member is honored, all members rejoice? 

  � Is that the way it is in our church? Our youth 
group? Encourage students to explain their 
answers by offering examples and/or areas 
needing improvement.

  � How does it benefit the church when we share 
the suffering or honor?

  � How does it benefit you personally when you 
share the suffering or honor?

Transition: When Christians care for each other, it 
pleases God. 

3A God-pleasing 
community.

  � What does it mean to you to be in unity? 
  � Do we have to agree in order to be in unity?
   >We are called to live in unity, not uniformity. 
Diversity in the midst of unity produces harmony.
   >Read Psalm 133:1-3.
   > Explain the imagery of both the oil on the 
head and the dew of Hermon. Find additional 
information in the “Personal Bible Study” .

  � What do these two images communicate to you 
about unity?

  � What are some ways that we could encourage 
others to get along? 
   >Disagreement does not necessarily displease God; 
the key is in how we handle those disagreements.

  � How do you think unity and brotherly love 
please God? 

 �Option: To Be or Knot To Be (Relational) 
Using an even number of students, instruct 
them to form a circle facing each other. Direct 
them to reach across the circle with their right 
hand and to grasp the right hand of another 
person. They should pretend that they are 
shaking hands - but hold on! Then instruct 
them to reach across the circle with their left 
hand and grasp the left hand of a different 
student. No student should be holding 
both hands of the same person. Challenge 
the students to work together to untangle 
themselves without letting go of hands. The 
result should be a circle of intertwined circles, 
or one large circle.  
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IN the church where I serve we have 
had a problem getting people to sign 
up to work with children in Vacation 

Bible School. The excuse often given is “I 
am not good with children” or “Working 
with children is not my gift.” However, 
this year we wanted the congregation to 
look within themselves and see that even 
though their gifts may not entail working 
with children, we could use them for other 
tasks which might not seem as glamorous 
as teaching. We encouraged our people 
to volunteer for other jobs such as taking 
pictures, helping decorate, making snacks, 
or tearing down decorations after the 
week-long event. What quickly became 
apparent to everyone involved was that 
we desperately needed others to help us 
get the church ready for a huge influx 
of children that would take our church 
by storm during the VBS week. Yes, 
teachers, counselors, and administrators 
were needed. However, those jobs could 
not take place without other members 
pitching in and helping to make over our 
church so that learning might take place 
more easily.

How beautiful it is when the whole 
church works together to see the mission 
of Christ furthered by not a single 
member or even a small group of members 
but the whole body of Christ. This year’s 
Vacation Bible School was a success not 
simply because of the teachers, counselors, 
or administrators, but rather because 
everyone who was able worked together 
in community to see that children heard 
the gospel. The “weakest” member of our 
church who paved the way for Vacation 
Bible School shares in every child who 
comes to know Christ as their Savior 
because of VBS.

1A diverse community 
in Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12-18

Paul probably wrote 1 Corinthians 
sometime in the mid-50’s of the first 
century A.D. while in Ephesus on the third 

missionary journey. Most likely Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians dates from the 
end of his stay in Ephesus, a period of 
three years (Acts 19; 20:31). The Acts 18:12 
statement that Gallio was proconsul of 
Achaia at the time Paul was in Corinth 
plays a significant role in dating New 
Testament events. If we allow time for the 
events in Acts 18:18–19:1 and a reference 
to Gallio on an inscription in Delphi 
(indicating he assumed his office during 
the summer of A.D. 51), then the time 
frame for Paul’s writing 1 Corinthians is 
approximately A.D. 54-55. 

In chapters 11–14, Paul addressed 
some of the most pressing problems 
in the Corinthian church. Among the 
problems that had the Corinthian 
church deadlocked were divisions 
at the Lord’s Supper (11:17-34), and 
the misuse of spiritual gifts in public 
worship (12:1–14:40). In the midst of the 
Corinthian inflammatory rhetoric, Paul 
took the church to task as he chastened 
them in love. Chapter 12 gives us a 
glimpse into the inner workings of God’s 
heart as He empowers the body to engage 
in ministry tasks. The twin topics of 
variety and unity in spiritual gifts segues 
into the diversity and interdependence of 
all members of the body of Christ. 

In 12:12-18 Paul addressed the 
inescapable diversity and necessary 
unity of members within the body of 
Christ. In verses 12-14 Paul laid out the 
basic theological underpinnings for his 
discussion. Paul enlightened his readers 
by a multifaceted metaphor using the 
imagery of a body, emphasizing both its 
unity and noting its great diversity. While 
this seeming contradiction may puzzle 
some readers, Paul saw the church not 
as a democracy or a group of unrelated 
individuals, but rather as the body of 
Christ. In this mystery of unity in the 
body of Christ there is diversity and 
uniqueness of each individual. 

A three-fold exposition is begun in 
12:12 that forms the basis for the entirety 
of the subsequent chapter. First, Paul 
noted that the human body is a solitary 
unit. Just as a body is made up of complex, 
inter-working, numerous parts, so Christ’s 
body has many parts (limbs and organs). 
Despite the differences of each organ or 

limb, they work interdependently so that 
the body may thrive and function. Christ 
is the Subject of this body, for there can be 
only one body, which is the church. This 
Christological point cannot be missed as 
Paul clarified it with the phrase “so also is 
Christ.” 

Second, Paul noted that the body has 
many parts with a necessary diversity in 
its members. An explanation is in order 
to illustrate how a multitude of members 
can be a single community existing 
in harmony. Third, he explained how 
Christians, though many and unique, 
all together make up this single entity 
known as the body of Christ. Just because 
believers are to have unity does not mean 
that we will always agree. It does mean, 
however, that when we disagree, we learn 
to do so with grace and maturity.

The great Unifier in all of Scripture is 
the Holy Spirit, and it is He whom Paul 
pointed to as the common thread that 
binds Christians together. Christians 
share in the experiences of being baptized 
by one Spirit and of being formed into one 
body by the Spirit. Romans 8:9 indicates 
to us that believers are given all of the 
Holy Spirit the moment of salvation. In 
that moment of salvation, regardless of 
what kinship the person had before faith, 
he or she becomes a part of the family of 
Christ. The community of Christ was all 
made to drink of one Spirit (John 4:14; 
7:38-39). Thus all Christians are baptized 
into the same reality—most pointedly 
the body of Christ—at the moment of 
conversion. It is through the element 
of faith and the action of the Spirit that 
believers are immersed into the body of 
Christ. The Holy Spirit is the adhesive that 
holds together the body of Christ—the 
church. All believers, regardless of their 
varied ethnic, religious, or sociological 
backgrounds prior to conversion, 
participate in this one body—the 
church—through the Holy Spirit. 

The dispute of the Corinthian church 
appears to have been directed towards 
individuals who were seen as less gifted 
members of the church. In order to 
address the importance of proper regard 
for all parts of Christ’s body, Paul turned 
to the human body for his illustration. 
Encouragement is given to those who 
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2A caring 
community.
1 Corinthians 12:21-26

Paul moved from the inescapable diversity 
of members within the body (12:12-20) 
to the inescapable interdependence of 
members of the body (12:21-26). Stating 
the obvious, Paul asserted that those parts 
of the body that are considered weaker 
are necessary. (See “Word Study,” p. 20.) 
The weaker members of the body, whether 
they be external parts we generally cover 
or inward organs (heart, lungs, kidneys, 
stomach, etc.), are regarded here as 
unpresentable but yet are shown a special 
modesty and greater honor. Although 
the weaker parts are not visible they are 
intimately vital for the human body. 
Likewise, those in the body of Christ 
who may be deceptively ordinary or 
unimpressive in their giftedness are as 
necessary as the most prestigiously gifted 
member in the congregation. Within 
the church all members are crucially 
important to God no matter what others 
may think, and should be to one another 
as well. 

Paul made it clear in verses 21-24 
that the interdependence of all parts 
are necessary for the body to function. 
Each member must care for and support 
the other members whether weaker or 
stronger. The Christian community at 
Corinth was charged to care for its own 
individuals within the body. Caring 
for one another in the body of Christ 
is especially noteworthy regarding the 
Corinthian’s behavior at the Lord’s Supper 
(11:17-34). In contrast to the Corinthian 
behavior of exclusivity, Paul noted that 
God has put the body together. Here 
Paul used the language of combining or 
blending of elements, colors, hues, or 
composing a musical melody in order to 
create a harmonious whole. 

The combining of diverse people and 
gifts is done so that there would be no 
division in the body, not only in both 
regular worship and the Lord’s Supper 
(1 Cor. 11:17-34) but more generally in 
the day-in-and-day-out relationships 
of believers with one another. Clearly 
divisions such as jealousy, scorn, or strife 
have no place within the community of 

Christ. When the church comes together 
for the Lord’s Supper or other functions 
of worship, it is to be as a whole body. Paul 
was clear that God has structured the 
body in such as way that the members 
have the same attentiveness for one 
another as for themselves. Naturally, 
members would have the same concern 
for each other, so that if one part of the 
body hurts, every member suffers with the 
stricken one. 

However, the converse is also true of 
the body of believers; if one member is 
honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
The gift that God has given to the church 
is a mutual dependence on Him as well 
as on our fellow congregants. When we 
honor those members of body with the 
weaker or unpresentable gifts, we have 
the opportunity to practice the love of 
Christ! Every Christian is important to 
fellow believers individually as well as 
to the church as a whole. Because of this 
interdependency of believers who make 
up the body of Christ, what happens to the 
strongest or the weakest happens to the 
whole of the community. As the body of 
Christ we show that our community cares 
for its own as we take care of and uplift 
the weakest member of our congregation. 
A vibrant and vital community is one 
that cares for the people in its midst who 
otherwise might be overlooked. 

3A God-pleasing 
community. 
Psalm 133:1-3

How delightful when a community of 
believers walk and act in love as the 
body of Christ. The psalmist painted a 
beautiful picture of unity of the Spirit 
in Psalm 133. This small psalm is no 
doubt one of the more powerful Psalms 
of Ascent, otherwise known as Songs of 
Zion (Pss. 120–134). These psalms held 
up the standard of unity for God’s people 
and were particularly utilized during 
those times they made the ascent to 
Jerusalem for special times of worship. 
This psalm is from the hand of King David 
and was written to commemorate both 
unity and community in the Israelite’s 
life. The life of David was one of great 
turbulence and strife. Yet in the midst 

might have thought that their gifts were 
not as needed as the spectacular, public, 
attention-garnering gifts. The respective 
functions of the differing body parts 
(foot, hand, eyes, and ears) are detailed by 
Paul in such a way as to show the needed 
contrasts. Functions of hands, feet, eyes, 
and ears each play an assigned role in 
the human body. Indeed, the human 
body would collapse into dysfunction 
without coordination of the body parts. 
The eye needs the hands to accomplish 
its objective, and the head needs the 
feet to reach its destination. Each part 
of the body is integral to the whole, for 
a human body cannot fully function as 
God originally designed without even the 
weakest member. 

This unity in diversity within the 
community is designed by God. In fact 
Paul noted that it is by God’s own design. 
God has placed each one of the parts 
in one body just as He wanted. In the 
community of believers—the church—
Paul stressed the fact that every person 
is vital, being placed in the community 
by divine appointment. If there were no 
diversity, unity would neither be needed 
nor significant. With a rhetorical question 
Paul highlighted the need for unity within 
community. He asked, “If the whole body 
were an eye, where were the hearing?” A 
body consisting of a single entity such as 
a single eye, ear, or any other part would 
be a horror. When we try to prioritize 
giftedness or identify some as more 
important and others as less important, 
we trespass on God’s role to build the body 
as He chooses. When Paul asked, “where 
were the body?” (v. 19) he stressed the 
impossibility of a body made up of only 
a single entity. Clearly no matter how 
impressive or important a member of the 
body might be, one cannot form a church 
from a single individual. But a unified 
church made up of diverse people—now 
that’s vital!
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of this cacophony we see a man at peace 
because of his standing before God. This 
psalm could easily date to the time frame 
of the coronation of David at Hebron 
(2 Sam. 5:1ff; 1 Chron. 12:38-40). If this 
is the time frame, then for a season the 
people of Israel were of one heart and 
mind concerning David and his leadership 
of the nation. The first verse sets the 
tone for the whole psalm. Fundamental 
to understanding this first verse is the 
underlying concept of peace and unity 
within the family unit. David knew that 
political and communal unity is a gift 
from God. 

In order to help the reader grasp the 
vibrant praise in the first verse, David 
turned to two illustrations from the realm 
of worship. The first illustration hearkens 
back to the consecration of Aaron as the 
high priest (Ex. 29:7; Lev. 8:12). Present 
within this illustration are two mental 
pictures that are prevalent in our minds. 
One often thinks of anointing oil in this 
purposeful ritual as running over the 
head and down on the beard of Aaron. 
This anointing was done at the behest 
of God (Ex. 30:22-30). In a sense the 
anointing came from God down to man. 
The priests had direct instructions on how 
and when to make the oil of anointing so 
as to make it purely for the purposes of 
God. What is seen in this anointing is a 
divine commissioning within the family 
or community of God. This illustration is 
divinely focused so that it paints a picture 
of the grace and blessing of God within the 
community of believers. 

The second illustration moves from 
the seemingly great (Aaron) to the 
small (common dew falling from Mount 
Hermon to Mount Zion) receiving God’s 
blessing. At the heart of this simile are 
the two significant mountains in Israel’s 
geography. Mount Hermon, in the north, 
is the higher of the two mountains with 
Zion being the smaller, more southern 
mountain. David again implicitly made 
use of the dew coming down from 
above to Zion. In a land where the lack 
of rainfall or moisture could mean the 
difference between food or famine, life 
and death, David painted a very strong 
picture of God’s grace. The life-giving dew 
shows God’s great mercy by His watering 

the land every morning. This bountiful 
gift of moisture is the substance of life 
for the land of Israel. How gracious is 
God as He dwells in the community of 
His believers! What is significant is that 
the whole of Israel benefits from both 
the illustrations. The high priest stood 
before God on behalf of the congregation 
of Israel in order to plead for atonement 
for their sins. Yet, without the life-giving 
moisture in the form of dew, the nation 
of Israel would be in serious trouble in 
the form of drought. When a community 
of believers, the body of Christ, is at 
peace it benefits every member from the 
greatest to the least. If there is disunity 
within the community of believers (as 
was the case in the Corinthian church) 
then there is spiritual drought. 

Lastly, the psalmist noted that in a way 
this unity and peace that is present in 
the body of God’s people is a foretaste of 
heaven to come—life forevermore. The 
unity that God’s people are blessed with 
is a unity that cannot be duplicated by 
programs or human-based initiative but 
rather by the Holy Spirit. People loving 
God, each other, and the lost can only 
come from the power and work of the 
Spirit of God. Christ told His disciples, 
“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40). Brothers and sisters in 
Christ living together, working together 
in harmony, helping the least among 
them, and reaching outward is not merely 
a sign of earthly worship. Rather it is a 
sign of the worship that will take place 
around the throne of God (Rev. 5:8-14). 
Indeed, the Lord has appointed the 
blessing—life forevermore

WORD STUDY
The Greek word rendered more feeble or 
weaker has the literal sense of frailty in 
the human body. In 1 Corinthians 12:22, 
the word refers euphemistically to the 
more delicate vital, internal organs or 
possibly the external body parts we tend 
to cover for modesty’s sake. Paul notes 
that the weaker parts of the body receive 
special treatment, such as being protected 
inside the body or being clothed for 
modesty. While the body can function 

without hands, feet, and eyes, it cannot 
function without the weaker parts for 
they are essential to the body’s survival. 
By analogy, believers with deceptively 
ordinary and unimpressive gifts are vitally 
necessary for the survival and functioning 
of the believers’ community. Not only 
is it impossible for any one Christian to 
experience community without other 
believers, but even those believer “parts” 
that seem to be weaker and offer little are 
indispensable.

BIBLE PASSAGE TRUTHS
     • There should be no “lone ranger” 
Christians. All believers need to 
participate in the life of the church.
     • Unity of the body should be of upmost 
importance and should be intentionally 
sought.
     •We are to value both unity and the 
diversity of gifts in the church.
     •Members are to demonstrate concern for 
one another and empathize with fellow 
members experiencing difficulty.
     •Every member is to be valued and none 
should be made to feel inferior because 
his or her gifts are not the same as the 
gifts of others.
     •The unity of God’s people results in 
joyful blessings. Christians should 
strive for unity in every activity within 
the church.
     •Christians should understand that unity 
and brotherly love please God.
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